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back to the 1919 programme which has already borne
poisonous fruit, would be childishness, or senility. Fascism
is and must be the organized expression of this tendency
of contemporary feeling, this classical revival of life
against all subversive theories and peoples. While
Europe and the whole world are moving to the right,
there are in Italy a few clowns in the Montecitorio
theatre, who dream like half-wits of left-wing solutions.
It is time for Italy too to move to the right. Let us have
done with left-wing policy.'
Why then did Mussolini desert the right, to vote with the
left against the Facta government ? The answer is that he
was repeating his manoeuvre at the time of the Giolitti
crisis in June 1921, and the Bonorni crisis in February 1922.
If the fascists voted for the Facta government, it would
still be in a minority in the Chamber, and, if it fell, would
drag the fascists with it. Besides, Facta could be turned out
by a left coalition which included Popolari, democrats, and
socialists, which would be dangerous because it would
indicate very clearly how the new government could be
formed. Mussolini succeeded in making the fascists vote
with their opponents. This alone was no longer sufficient
to ward off the danger he had managed to avoid in February
1922 after the Celli motion. This time the Popolari were
determined, against Don Sturzo's advice, to collaborate with
the socialists ; and the syndicalists, whose organizations
were being attacked by fascist squads, had made their
parliamentary group come to the same decision. The
Popolari deputies went so far as to demand a more united
cabinet, and the exclusion of the right wing puntarella which
was included in the Facta ministry.
On July 19 their leader, the catholic syndicalist Longinotti,
moved on their behalf in the Chamber thatc The Chamber,
noting that the efforts of the government have not resulted
in the internal pacification that is necessary for economic
and financial recovery, proceed to the order of the day \
Turati interposed to say that the socialists were voting
against a government, c which in five months has not
punished a single offence against the penal code \ and that